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ñDo whatever he tells you,ò Mary says to the waiters at the wedding feast at 
Cana. And Mary says the same to us ñDo whatever he tells you.ò 
 

What does Jesus tell us to do? Believe in yourself, suggests the letter to the 
Corinthians! We have all been given spiritual gifts that manifest the 
Spirit and so should not unfavorably compare ourselves to others.  
 

What does Jesus tell us to do? Believe in others, suggests the letter 
to Corinthians. None of us possesses all the spiritual gifts of the 
Spirit. Someone else possesses a gift that I do not have. And so, 
we should believe in others! 
 

What does Jesus tell us to do? The gifts of the spirit are always 
present everywhere and in every person. Jesus tells us not to loose 
hope and to believe in their presence in ourselves and others.  
 

When Mary first tells Jesus ñThey have no wine,ò he responds 
gruffly. ñWoman, how does this concern of your affect me? My 
hour has not yet come,ò he says. Then why does Mary go ahead 
and say to the waiters ñDo whatever he tells you?ò Because she is 
impatient!  
 

Mary is impatient for the world to see what she sees in Jesus. Maryôs impa-
tience prompts Jesus to perform his first miracle. Maryôs impatience 
prompts Jesus to respond to Godôs call publicly. Sometimes, tragedies 
prompt an impatience in us to practice gifts of the Spirit.  
 

After tragedies such as the earthquake that recently devastated Haiti, gifts 
of the Spirit seem to be as abundant in people as they were in Jesus at 
Cana. Miracles are happening as people respond generously to the needs 
of the Haitian people. We are blessed that our parishioner Monique Ger-
main, a native of Haiti, is coordinating a relief effort. Our second collection 
will go to support Moniqueôs efforts.  
 

What does Jesus tell us to do? To believe in the gifts of the Spirit that we 
possess! To believe in the gifts of the Spirit that others possess! Let us be 
impatient like Mary that everyone should see these gifts!   
 

Fr. Edward 
 

P.S.  Next week I will be speaking about the work of my monastery, Saint 
Meinrad and asking for your support. Donôt worry! There will be no second 
collection! But during the following week you will receive a letter from 
Archabbot Justin DuVall, O.S.B. asking for your support. Please read the ad on 
Page 9 of this bulletin for more information.   

 

What Does Jesus Tell Us to Do? 

 

  

Georges and Monique Germain 



JANUARY 17, 2010  3 

 

WHATõS HAPPENING 

 
Sun      1/17   
      (Second Collectionð Relief Effort for Haiti)   
  9:30 am Mass 
  11:30 am Mass 
  3:00 pm Catholics, Culture, & Chicago 

   ñ Too Hot Too Handelò 
   (Auditorium Theater)  

 
 
Mon 1/16  (Office Closed ð Martin Luther King Day) 
 
  
Tues 1/19 7:30 pm Mass at IIT God Box 

  (32nd and Michigan)      
 
Thur 1/21 6:00 pm Social Care Board (Rectory)  
  6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal (Parish Hall) 
  
  
Sun      1/24  9:30 am Mass 
  11:30 am Mass  
   

FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 17, 2010  

Sunday:  Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Mk 3:7-12 

Friday:  1 Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Mk 3:20-21 

Next Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/1 Cor 12:12-30 

  or 12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

 

 

 

 

Â SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
JOHN 2:1-11 
 
Today we hear the story of the 
first of Jesusô signs at the wed-
ding feast at Cana. Like Jesus, 
we may find ourselves being 
called on to act in situations 
for which we feel we arenôt 
prepared. Jesus responded with grace and so 
began his ministry. In the second reading, Paul 
tells us that there is an abundance of gifts for us to 
share in the Lordôs name as we carry on the ministry of 
Jesus Christ.  

What gifts has God 

given  me to help 

continue the ministry 

of Jesus Christ? 
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EVANGELIZATION 
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312-842-1919 x203 
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   Christie Billups  
Campus Minister  
312-842-1919 x204 
cbillups@stjamesonwabash.org 

 

 

Please bring questions, curiosity, hope, enthusiasm,  

     an open mind and your lunch  

          to MTCC 202 in order   

               to learn more about the Catholic Faith .   

Bring a friend too, if you still have room in your book 

bag. Books will be available for $5.  

 

Faith Musings 

 
This week I am really struck by lifeôs seeming contradictions.  

For instance, Iôve spoken to students who are enthused that a new 

semester is underway but feel overwhelmed by all that the learn-

ing experience will demand of them.  Our community at St. 

James is in the midst of a number of new beginnings ï a new 

year, a new semester, and for me, a couple of new jobs, and so 

there is much to celebrate.  But a couple of thousand miles away, 

the Haitian people are in the midst of more endings than any per-

son or group of people should have to endure in a lifetime.  How 

do we balance the new beginnings and our own realities with the 

devastating suffering of a neighbor nation in the aftermath of an 

earthquake?  Itôs at moments like this that prayer seems somehow 

inadequate.  We want to know what we can DO! 
 

As I reflect on the readings for today, I am reminded that our  

faith is in God, the God who not only is able to turn water into 

wine, but is also capable of redeeming us, extending extraordi-

nary mercy, and, as Isaiah so eloquently reminds us, transforming 

us in love!  To love our neighbors means caring deeply about 

what is happening to them and giving what we can.  To love God 

means that we trust in Godôs providence for all Godôs people.   

Realistically, I canôt go to Haiti right now to help out with the 

relief effort.  Frankly, Iôd probably be in the way anyway.  I CAN 

give of my resources, and I plan to do so.  But prayer is powerful, 

not inadequate, as I am sometimes tempted to think.  Prayer 

binds us a human family and a people of God.  It extends solidar-

ity and care, and prayer engages the transformative power of 

Godôs love so that the people and the land are no longer 

ñforsakenò and ñdesolateò but rather places filled with Godôs 

love through us and the global community.  Even though 

ñdelightò is a long way off for the people of Haiti, we need to 

remain mindful of their pain and suffering as we trust in Godôs 

transformative love in every way we can. 

 
SAVE THE DATE  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2010  
11:30 AM MASS  

CELEBRATION OF WORLD DAY  
FOR CONSECRATED LIFE   

 
In 1997, John Paul II called for consecrated life 

(vowed religious priests, brothers and sisters) to be 

promoted throughout the Universal Church.  He de-

clared February 2, the Feast of the Presentation of the 

Lord, to be observed as World Day for Consecrated 

Life.  In the United States, when February 2 is not on a 

Sunday, we celebrate on the Sunday after the Feast.  In 

order to encourage all of our young people to consider 

such a vocation, we want to honor all those religious 

we do know by inviting them to the 11:30 Mass on 

Sunday, February 7.  Following Mass we will have a 

reception in their honor in the hall basement.  Is there 

a religious brother or sister you would like to honor by 

inviting them to this celebration?  Please pass on their 

name and contact information to Deacon Terry so he 

can invite them to this celebration.  There will also be 

lots of information on a variety of religious orders 

available for students and young adults.  This would be 

a great event to which you could invite a young person 

whom you are mentoring.  They would have a marvel-

ous opportunity to speak with a host of men and 

women who have dedicated their lives to the Lord. 



ST. JAMES  ú  CHICAGO  5 

How I Became Catholic 
 

 Last week I reflected on my own Christian upbringing and 
how it led me to be baptized as a teenager. Many of you however 
have asked me to tell the story of how I became Catholic. So this 
week and next I would look to reflect on what it means to me to 
be a Roman Catholic Christian.  

 Amazingly, the story begins with a connection to Saint 
James! My Grandma Krauseôs family was from the Swiss city of 
Einseideln. In fact, our familyôs baptismal records for hundreds of 
years are recorded in the Benedictine Abbey of Einseideln, the 
same abbey that would later establish St. Meinradôs Archabbey of 
which Father Edward is a monk (thereôs the connection!). My 
grandmaôs Catholic faith was given to her as a small child and it 
was a faith from which she never wavered. It was also the faith in 
which my mom and her siblings were raised. For a variety of rea-
sons, my mom, my aunt and my uncles would later join the Galvin 
Bible Chapel, the church in which I was raised.  

 When I was in the third grade I came 
across a childrenôs picture book of Pope Paul VI 
at the local library. As I looked through the 
pages I was mesmerized by a church world that 
was much different from my own. My own 
church had no candles, no altar, and certainly no 
leader who was carried around on a throne sur-
rounded by ostrich plumes! Needless to say, I 
was fascinated.  

 That small little book began a life -long exploration of the 
Catholic faith. A short time later I asked my dad if I could go to 
Mass with our Catholic neighbors. He agreed and so I checked out 
another book from the library on the 
Mass. I copied off the pages and 
underlined all the places that I was 
supposed to sit, stand, kneel and 
genuflect. As I entered the church 
that evening, I dipped my hands in 
the holy water and made the sign of 
the cross, which I had been practic-
ing for weeks. Before I went into my 
pew, I genuflected in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament. And, before 
leaving the church that night, I lit a 
candle before the statue of the Virgin Mary. My journey had begun.  

 Soon after I discovered my Grandmaôs old catechism in the 
spare bedroom at her house. I would sneak up there to read 

Worship and Spiritual Life  

Geoff Duffy  
Director of Worship & Spiritual Life  
gduffy@stjamesonwabash.org 
312-842-1919 x204 
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through it, 
fascinated 
by the pic-
tures I saw. 
My favorite 
page was 
the one I 
have in-
cluded 
here...it 
showed all 
the vessels 

used in the liturgy. Looking back, I can see it 
was a clear indication that I would probably 
be a Liturgy Director one day! I finally con-
jured up enough courage to ask my grandma 
if I could take the book home. Imagine my 
excitement when she said I could keep it. To 
this day, that catechism sits proudly on the 
shelf in my office.  

 In the sixth grade, I asked my parents 
if I could become Catholic. The answer was a 
resounding ñno.ò I was at a loss. What should 
I do? I knew from my reading that there was 
a man called a bishop and I thought if I could 
just write to him he would give me some ad-
vise. So I made another trip to the library and 
located the name of one of the auxiliary bish-
ops of Seattle, Bishop Nicholas Walsh. I wrote 
to him, explaining that I was a Protestant boy 
who wanted to become Catholic and whose 
parents said no. Each day I would rush home 
to see if I had a letter from the bishop. Fi-
nally, after about three months, it arrived!  

 Bishop Walsh said that, since my par-
ents had been entrusted by God with my spiri-
tual care, I should listen to them at the mo-
ment. If I wanted to become Catholic at a 
later time, he assured me, the Church would 
welcome me with open arms. That settled it 
for me: the Catholic bishop said it was alright 
to remain Protestant.  

 But the desire to learn did not go 
away. Nor did the desire to become Catholic. I 
continued to sneak away to Saint Maryôs to 
light candles, attend daily Mass, and say the 
rosary. Then finally, at the age of 25, I was 
received into full communion with the Roman 
Catholic Church at St. George Parish in Seat-
tle, WA.  

Next Week: 

What I Love About Being Catholic 


